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Inventor’s Assistance Center 

• The Inventor’s Assistance Center has new 
expanded hours effective as of August 17, 2015 

• Open now from 8:30am to 8:00pm Eastern Time 
M-F 

• To support our Enhanced Patent Quality Initiative 
and provide excellent customer service across the 
country 

 



Current Petitions Dashboard  

• www.uspto.gov/dashboards/patents/main.

dashxml 
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Patents Petitions Timeline 

• http://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-

process/petitions/timeline/uspto-

petitions-timeline 
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Questions and Comments 

 

John Cottingham 

Director, Office of Petitions 

(571) 272-7079 

John.Cottingham@USPTO.GOV 
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Subject Matter Eligibility Update 

• Update to the 2014 Interim Eligibility Guidance issued July 30 

– Addresses the five major themes from the public comments 

– Includes new set of examples, chart of all existing examples, and chart of 

relevant court decisions from the Supreme Court and the Federal Circuit 

– Opens a new 90 day period for public comment 

• Will continue to monitor decisions and listen to feedback for further 

iterations 

– Currently working on life science examples and monitoring status of 

Sequenom 



Training  
• Training related to 35 U.S.C. 112 and the Executive Actions 

– Examining Functional Claim Limitations: Focus on Computer/Software-

related Claims – completed 

– Examining Claims for Compliance with 35 U.S.C. 112(a): Overview and 

Part I – Written Description, Focus on Electrical/Mechanical and 

Computer/Software-related Claims – CBT completed, workshops in 

process 

– Examining Claims for Compliance with 35 U.S.C. 112(a): Part II – 

Enablement, Focus on Electrical/Mechanical and Computer/Software-

related Claims – CBT in production 

• Next module: 35 U.S.C. 112(b) 



Questions and Comments 
Brian Hanlon 

Director, OPLA  

(571)-272-5047  

Brian.Hanlon@USPTO.gov   

or  

Bob Bahr 
Acting Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy 

(571) 272-8800 

Robert.Bahr@USPTO.GOV 
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